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ROBERT R. RADFORD FAMILY BIBLE 
Original Owner: Robert R. RADFORD 
Present Owner: Donnie Mae COCKRELL (Mrs. Robert B.) RADFORD 
Bible Entered by: | Mrs. Robert B. RADFORD, Parkdale, Arkansas 
Bible Copyright Date: Missing from Bible 


Bible Publisher: Not available 
MARRIAGES 


R. R. RADFORD and T. A. DAVIS was married January 13th, 1881. 
Henry W. GUISE and Antoinette RADFORD were married November 3, 1909. 
Frank L. MACHEN and Ethel RADFORD were married November 11, 1917 


Robert B. RADFORD and Donnie Mae COCKRELL were married November 7, 1917. 


BIRTHS 
Robert R. RADFORD was born September 18, 1849. 
Tulitha RADFORD (nee SAMMONS) was borned December 22, 1857. 
James L. RADFORD was borned June 29th, 1846. 
John SAMMONS 16 September 1824. 


Winnie Ann SAMMONS 9 February 1826. 


DEATHS 


Martha J. RADFORD departed this life November 23rd 1876. 


James RADFORD departed this life october 24th 1885. 

Clemmie Ann DAVIS departed this life September 1882. 

Mamie RADFORD WHITE departed this life September 8th 1902. 
Little Annie WHITE departed this life September 22nd 1902. 
James L. RADFORD died July 15, 1909. 

Robt. R. RADFORD departed this life March 23, 1925. 

Talitha RADFORD Wed. April 7, 1948. 

John SAMMONS 1865. 

Winnie Ann SAMMONS 1916. 

(Note: The following record was found on a loose page within the Robert R. RADFORD Bible) 
James RADFORD was born November the 16th 1810. 

Martha J. A. RADFORD was born in May 25th 1815. 


Mary Tinnott(?) RADFORD daughter of J. & M. RADFORD was born December 11th (Note: no 
year listed) 


Benjamin William RADFORD son of J. & M. RADFORD was born January the 24th 1838. 
Susan RADFORD daughter of J. & M. RADFORD was born September Sth 1840. 
Sarah Ezell RADFORD daughter of J. & M. RADFORD was born April 5th 1842. 
James Lewis RADFORD son of J. & M. RADFORD was born 30th June 1846. 
Robert RADFORD son of J. & M. RADFORD was born the 18th September 1849. 
Georgia Charlet RADFORD daughter of J. & M. RADFORD was boron October the 24th 1854. 
Henry Briggs RADFORD son of J. & M. RADFORD was born January 9th 1857. 

(Note: According to the obituary of R. R. RADFORD, found in this Bible, his parents 
were James L. and Martha J. (EZELL) RADFORD 


John and Winnie Ann (SAMMONS) (DAVIS) RADORD who was the inspiration for the 
book entitled Talitha written by her daughter, Ethel RADFORD (MACHEN) CHAVIS.) 








Family Group Sheet 
Husband: James Collins Gathright 


Born: 1796 in: Marion County, GA 
Died: August 11, 1858 in: Union County, AR 
Wife: Mary Elizabeth Parnell 

Born: 1799 in: GA 


Died: July 10, 1858 in: AR 
Sl sn SSSSSSSSS 


CHILDREN 


1 Name: Miles Madison Gathright 
M Born: November 04, 1822 in: GA 
Died: July 06, 1902 in: AR 


Spouses: Mary A. Newsome, Susan Jane Welborn, Mary Smith 


2 Name: Sallie Gathright 
F Born: 1824 
3 Name: Mary Elizabeth Gathright 
F Born: January 10, 1826 
4 Name: William Henry Gathright 
M Born: 1828 
5 Name: Jesse Franklin Gathright 
M 
6 Name: John W. Gathright 
M 
7 Name: Susan Rebecca Gathright 
F 
8 Name: Thomas Jefferson Gathright 
M Born: 1839 
ELE 
9 Name: Andrew Jackson Gathright 
M Born: 1841 


Family Group Sheet 


Husband: Miles Madison Gathright 


Born: November 04, 1822 in: GA 
Died: July 06, 1902 in: AR 
Father: James Collins Gathright 
Mother: Mary Elizabeth Parnell 
Other Spouses: Mary A. Newsome, Mary Smith 


Wife: Susan Jane Welborn 








Born: 1839 in: TN ! 
earner eereeree reece SS SSS SSS 2s SS SS NS 
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CHILDREN 
1 Name: Ellen Gathright 
F Born: 1873 
ee 
2 Name: Ida Gathright 
F Born: 1875 
3 Name: Loerna Gathright 
F Born: 1875 








Family Group Sheet . 





Husband: Miles Madison Gathright 


Born: November 04, 1822 
Died: July 06, 1902 


Wife: Mary Smith 
Died: Bef 1856 
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CHILDREN 


Name: William Spencer Gathright 
Born: 1844 











1 

M 

2 Name: James Henry Gathright 
M Born: October 17, 1846 
3 

M 

4 

F 


Name: Robert M. Gathright 
Born: July 1848 


Name: Sarah Elizabeth Gathright 














Born: 1850 
5 Name: John T. Gathright 
M Born: 1852 
6 Name: Martha A. Gathright 
F Born: 1854 











Prepared By: 


Family Group Sheet 


Husband: Miles Madison Gathright 1 


Born: November 04, 1822 in: GA 
Died: July 06, 1902 in: AR 
Father: James Collins Gathright 
Mother: Mary Elizabeth Parnell 


O 


ther Spouses: Susan Jane Welborn, Mary Smith 


Wife: Mary A. Newsome 


Born: 1840 in: MS 
CHILDREN 


1 Name 

Born 

i Died 
Spouse 

2 Name 
F Born 


Name 
Born 


3 

M 

4 Name 
M Born 
5 Name 
M 


Bom 
Spouse 






Name 
Born 






Name: Mary Gathright 
Born: 1869 in: Union County, AR 
Spouse: Jones 


: Miles M. Gathright 

: 1860 

: 1942 in: AR 
: Almeda Farrar 


: Mary Henietta Gathright 
: 1857 


: George Davis Gathright 
: 1863 in: AR 


: Jesse Franklin Gathright 
: 1864 in: AR 


: J. Dorsey Gathright 
: July 1865 
: Sallie 


: Manen Quiency Gathright 
: 1868 in: AR 
















Family Group Sheet 


Husband: Miles M. Gathright 


Born: 1860 

Died: 1942 in: AR 
Father: Miles Madison Gathright 
Mother: Mary A. Newsome 


Wife: Almeda Farrar _ 
Born: 1867 in: LA 
ee 


CHILDREN 


S < alZwolyanlye 


ZSl/ZeclZolmralaa 


Name: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Born: 
Died: 

Spouse: 


Name 
Spouse 


Name: 
Spouse: 


Name: 
Spouse: 


Name: 


Name 


Name: Pearl Gathright 


Spouses: 


Etta Mae Gathright 
Floyd Trammell 


Stella Gathright 
Ollie Dopsoon 


Walter Gathright 
Mayme Dollar 


Ollie Gathright 
1890 

1959 

Ada Moore 


: Percy Gathright 
: Willie Vee 

eee 
Rush Herring, Jeff Hobbs, Justice 


Gordie Gathright 
Otis Coleman 


Beamon Gathright 
Hazel Fitzgerlad 


Louie Gathright 


: G. B. Gathright 


aaa aaa 


Family Group Sheet ' 
Husband: Miles Madison Gathright f 


Born: November 04, 1822 in: GA 
Died: July 06, 1902 in: AR 
Father: James Collins Gathright 1 


Mother: Mary Elizabeth Parnell 
Other Spouses: Mary A. Newsome, Susan Jane Welborn 


Wife: Mary Smith a 
CHILDREN 1 
1 Name: William Spencer Gathright 


M Born: 1844 i 
Spouses: Eliza A. Massterson, Mary Jarman 
2 Name: James Henry Gathright 1 


M Born: October 17, 1846 
Died: February 12, 1908 
Spouse: Lou Cindy Nunnally 


"a | Wigaceece Bch be Facungkog eer 
3 Name: Robert M. Gathright 


M Born: 1848 in: GA 


Married: July 10, 1867 in: Union County, AR 
Spouse: Frances Elizabeth Joiner 


4 Name: Sarah Elizabeth Gathright . 
F Born: 1850 in: GA 
a Name: John T. Gathright ; 


M Born: 1852 in: GA 
Spouse: Essy C. 
6 Name: Martha A. Gathright 
F Born: 1854 in: AR 





Early Ashley County Families 


W. M. JOHNSON is a Mississippian, born October 5, 1835, a son of J. W. 
JOHNSON, who was also born in that State, but inherits Irish blood of his father 
and mother, who were born in the Emerald Isle, but the former was of Scotch-Irish 
descent. The maternal grandfather was of Dutch descent, and was a participant in 
the Revolutionary War. J. W. JOHNSON was a farmer by occupation, and died in 
November, 1876. W. M. JOHNSON’S advantages for acquiring an deduction 
were very poor, but in 1859 he started out in life for himself as a farmer, about two 
miles from where his father had purchased land at an early day, at the time of his 
settlement there being only about six families in the entire settlement. Panthers, 
wolves, deer and other wild game abounded, and the streams were filled with fish, 
ready and willing to snap at the hook of the angler. Mr. JOHNSON settled on his 
present farm in 1869, it comprising 160 acres, and he has about forty acres in 
cultivation, on which he raises cotton and corn, the yield of each being fair. In 
March, 1862, he put aside his farming implements to join the Confederate army, 
becoming a member of the First Arkansas Battalion, and was on hospital duty 
during his service, but was discharged in June, 1863, returned home and resumed 
farming, managing his own and neighboring farms and supplying the army with 
corn and hogs and beef cattle. He was married March 26, 1863, to Mrs. Rebecca 
SULLIVAN, the widow of J. M. SULLIVAN. To them was born: Susan Emily 
(who died on August 30, 1867, at the age of three years), Edward T. (born 
February 18, 1868), Kernelier (who died in infancy), Amanda L. JOHNSON (born 
March 6, 1866, now the wife of J. R. RODGERS, of Ashley County), and John H. 
(born February 26, 1871). Mr. JOHNSON and his wife are members of the 
Missionary Baptist Church, and he is a Democrat, politically. A short history of 
Mr. JOHNSON’S father’s career will here be of considerable interest, and it 
speaks for itself. The latter was left an orphan in early boyhood, but being of a 
very enterprising and energetic disposition he succeeded in accumulating a 
handsome fortune, which was subsequently swept away by security debts which he 
was compelled to pay. During this time he was a resident of Yalobusha County, 
Miss., and the men for whom he went security were Magic & Skipper, wealthy 
men of Western Texas at the present time, who were then cotton and general 
merchants of Grenada, Miss. They saw a chance to take advantage of Mr. 
JOHNSON for a debt of $41,000, did so, and the magnificent estate which the 
latter owned, together with eight slaves and other valuable property went to satisfy 
the creditors of the notorious firm of Magic & Skipper. Mr. JOHNSON then took 
up a timber claim, and he and his family lived in a rude board structure throughout 
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one winter, then sold out and moved to Warren County, near Vicksburg, Miss., 
where they made their home for seven years. Their family consisted of six 
children, the eldest son being now the postmaster at Ain, Grant County, Ark.; the 
third son was killed at Cane Hill, Ark., during the late war; the fourth died at 1 
Hernando, Miss., of measles, and the second , who is the subject of this sketch, we 

have a short history. His eldest sister is now the widow of Thomas CHAMBERS, 

of Drew County, and the second is the wife of J. J. BAIN. Until he was nine years i 
of age, W. M. JOHNSON was stout, healthy lad, but about this time he became 

afflicted with dropsy, for which he obtained no cure for nine years, and to make 1 
matters worse he was stricken with paralysis during the time, and for a long time 

had no use of his right side. His cure was finally affected by is father and mother, 

who tried the water-cure, and also gave white mustard seed, and Dr. John BULL’S 
Sarsaparilla. After a time he was sent with his eldest brother on horseback to 

Arkansas, where his health returned to him, and he remained until twenty-seven 

years of age. He then joined the Confederate army, but was soon after taken with 

typhoid fever, which kept him in the hospital for six weeks, then nervous fever. 

After passing through a siege of the yellow jaundice and the mumps he became so 

reduced in health that on July 15, 1862, he started for home, which place he 

reached on July 23. The most of the time since he has been in the enjoyment of 

fair health, with one exception, and his career as given above. 


Goodspeed History of Arkansas. pp. 908-909 


Dr. Ben F. MOORE, physician, Bartholomew, Ark. Dr. MOORE, a physician of 
acknowledged merit and esteem in this portion of the county, was born in North 
Carolina, February 18, 1840, and is the only living representative of of his 
immediate family. One brother, Addison, barely attained his majority, when he 
died. The parents of the Doctor, Addison and Martha (Dabbs) MOORE, were 
natives of the Carolinas. The MOORES were originally from Virginia, but moved 
to North Carolina at an early date. The DABBS were descendants of French 
Huguenots, who left France on St. Bartholomew night, and came to Charleston, S. 
C. Their descendants were soldiers in the Revolution and are related to nearly 
every family by that name in the State. Dr. Ben F. MOORE attained his growth 
and received his education in North Carolina, attending the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill. He began the study of medicine under Dr. F. F. ASH in 
1858, and completed it by graduating from the University of Virginia, in 1860. 
The following year he enlisted in Company H. Forty-third North Carolina, and 
was made first lieutenant, serving in the Army of Northern Virginia all the way 
through. He was in the corps of Stonewall JACKSON at the time of the General’s 
death. He was in the valley campaign, under EWING and EARLY at 


il 


Spottsylvania, Gettysburg, and was wounded there. After this he was in the 
Valley campaign, participating in the battle of the Wilderness, etc., and was in the 
army at the surrender at Appommattox, and now has his parole, signed by General 
GRANT. Immediately after the war he came to Arkansas, settled in Ashley 
County, and in connection with his practice (which he has carried on successfully 
ever since), he was engaged in cultivating the soil. He has a small plantation of 
125 acres open, and works on the share system. He married in 1861, to Miss 
Lydia STURDVANT, a native of North Carolina, and they have three children, 
two daughters and a son; Pink, Lydia and Stansy. Dr. MOORE belongs to the 
Masonic fraternity, K. of P. and K. of H. He isa Democrat, politically, and he has 
been chosen to represent his county in the Legislature of Arkansas. He has resided 
in the county long enough to have witnessed many changes and not until 1868 
were there any great improvements made. 

Goedspeed History of Arkansas, p. 913 





Ben L. BELL, one of the most etensive planters of Ashley County, was originally 
from Alabama, born June 23, 1844, and is a son of WL. BELL, of North Carolina, 
a pioneer planter of that state. The mother of our subject die when he was an 
infant, and his father afterward married Mrs. Nannie KIRKPATRICK GASTON, 
of Mississippi. The father moved Ashley County, Ark., in 1851, entered bout 
1,200 acres in Mill Creek Township, and there raised cotton and corn. He owned 
about thirty or forty negroes, and resided here at the breaking out of the war. He 
had 600 acres under cultivation, producing from one-half to three fourths of a bale 
of cotton to the acre, and from eighteen to twenty-five bushels of corn. Ben L. 
BELL was reared in Ashley County, Ark., having lived here since six years of age, 
and received a good business education in the private schools of this state. In 
1862 he enlisted in Company F. BELL’S regiment infantry, but was afterward 
transferred to the cavalry. His first fighting was with the Third Arkansas, in 
Virginia, and while there he participated in the seven days’ fight around 
Richmond, also Malvern Hill. He then obtained a furlough, and was home for 
some time. Later he joined BELL’S regiment, FAGAN’S brigade, and operated in 
the Trans-Mississippi Department. While in that position he took part in the fight 
at Helena and Mark’s Mill, and from that time on he acted as a scout, being 
detached service until disbanded, at Magnolia, Ark. Reaching home June 1, 1865, 
he immediately resumed work on the farm. He found his buildings safe and 
sound, and he looked forward to a time of prosperity and happiness. At that time 
cotton was selling at from 30 to 60 cents per pound, corn was worth $1 to $2 per 
bushel, and provisions also were high, pork was selling at $40 per barrel. From 
that time on Mr. BELL has owned land in Ashley County. In 1881 he engaged in 
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the grocery business, continued this two years, and then abandoned it to resume 
farming. In 1873 he drove 120 head of cattle to Jewel County, Kas., and traded 
for horses and money. After his return he opened a livery stable now run by Scott, 
of Hamburg, about two years, He then operated a warehouse for cotton, on the 
Ouachita River, running this for three seasons, and handling about 600 bales the 
first year, 1,200 the second and about 3,000 the third year. After abandoning 
mercantile life, Mr. BELL went to his farm, and has remained there ever since. He 
is now the owner of 800 acres of land, and has about 150 acres under cultivation. 
He has three tenants living on his place, and works about five or six hands outside 
of these. He makes about fifty bales of cotton annually, and raises from 500 to 
600 bushels of corn. In politics he affiliates with the Democratic party, and 
socially, he is a member of the K. of H. and K. of P., at Hamburg, also A. F. & A. 
M. 

Goodspeed History of Arkansas, p. 889 





Marquis D. BOYD owns his nativity to the Palmetto State, where he was born on 
July 7, 1833, his father, F. A. BOYD, being also a native of that State. In the 
spring of 1840, the latter came with his family to the State of Arkansas entering 
between 5,000 and 6,000 acres in Chicot County, and was one of the prominent 
agriculturist of that region until his death , which occurred January 6, 1887, his 
birth having occurred in 1809, his widow dying September 25 of the following 
year. From the time he was seven years of age until he was twenty-three, Marquis 
D. BOYD was a resident of Arkansas, but at that age he went to California, and 
there engaged in mining and farming until June 4, 1859, when he started for home. 
At Panama he took passage on board a clipper bound for San Francisco, rounded 
Cape Horn, and his residence in the Golden State was both profitable and pleasant. 
Upon his return to Arkansas, he settled on his present farm in Ashley County, and 
here has been farming ever since. In 1861, on the day that Jefferson DAVIS was 
made President of the Confederacy, he was married to Miss Altha C., a daughter 
of Charles McCLAIN, a farmer, hatter and gunsmith, of Bradley County. The 
following family of children has been born to Mr. and Mrs. BOYD: Martha 
Frances, Charles Marquis, Marshal Francis, Elbert Sterling, Henry H. Emma 
Victoria (deceased at the age of four years), Altha C., Adolphus S., Anise J ane, 
Eva May, Thomas Pinkney. Patience Caroline (deceased), and Gabriel S. L. In 
1861 Mr. BOYD espoused the Confederate cause, and joined Company B, Second 
Arkansas Cavalry, his first fight being at Oak Hill, and afterward, while on detail 
gathering supplies, he was captured some time in April, 1863, and was sent to 
Rock Island, Ill., where he was kept a prisoner for about twelve months. He was 
then exchanged, returned home in 1864, but was not ina condition to again enlist 
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in the service. The most of his attention has been given to farming, and he is now 
the owner of 320 acres of land, sixty of which are in a tillable condition and 
devoted to the raising of cotton and corn, the former averaging about one -half 
bale and the latter fifteen bushels to the acre. Mr. BOYD has long been a member 
of the A. F. & A. M., and in the affairs of his county and township he exerts an 
influence, which is felt by all, for his views are intelligent and sound. His wife is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 


Goodspeed History of Arkansas, p. 890 


William I. BUTLER, planter, Popular Bluff, Ark. The industry, perseverance ad 
close attention to business which a person displays in the management of any 
particular branch of trade results largely in their personal popularity. And in the 
case of Mr. BUTLER this is certainly true, for he has adhered so closely to 
farming that high esteem has been placed upon him. He was born in Perry County, 
Ala., on April 5, 1836, and was the son of Leonard and Judith (WILLIAMS) 
BUTLER, natives of South Carolina, and the grandson of Dr. Ephraim BUTLER. 
The BUTLERS are of Irish descent, their ancestors having come to America under 
the leadershiip of Cecil CALVERT (Lord Baltimore) 1643 to 1649 to escape 
persecutions, religious and political. They seem to have drifted south, for we find 
one of them, Pierce BUTLER, a delegate to the Constitutional Convention from 
South Carolina, and who, in the name of his State, was a signer to the constitution. 
Going still farther south we find William O. BUTLER at one time on the ticket 
with Lewis CASS for Vice-president. He was a major-general in the Mexican 
War. Another one of this family was from South Carolina and colonel of the 
Palmatto Regiment. The father of our subject came from South Carolina when a 
boy, located in Alabama, and his death occurred in Perry County in 1852. The 
mother died in Texas in 1868. both were honored members of the Baptist Church. 
They reared a family of eight children, four of whom are now living, the sister, the 
wife of Capt. CLARK of Ashley County, and the two brothers, Abner R. and 
Leonard R. are in the Lone Star State. William L. BUTLER passed his boyhood 
days on his father’s plantation in Alabama, and was educated at Howard College 
in the same state. In 1856 he came to Ashley County, Ark., bought land, farmed 
on this until 1860, and then returned to Alabama, where he married Mrs. M. J. 
ATKIN, a lady of Knickerbocker descent. To this marriage were born four 
children, one now living. The war breaking out, Mr. BUTLER sided with the 
Confederacy, and in May, 1861, enlisted in Company K, Eighth Alabama, and was 
made first lieutenant of same. He was in no special battles, but was on the 
peninsula around Yorktown. He remained with that regiment until April, 1862, 
when he was elected captain of Company A, Twenty-eighth Alabama Regiment. 
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He was then in the battle of Corinth, then to Tupolo, then operated in Tennessee 
and Kentucky, and was in the battles of Perryville, Murfreesboro, Chickamanga, 1 
Missionary Ridge, New Hope, Marietta, and Atlanta. On the day that the battle of 
Murfreesboro was fought he was commissioned major. From that time on he was i 
commander of the Twenty-eighth Alabama, and the only field officer with the H 
regiment. After the battle of Chickamauga he was promoted to lieutenant colonel, 
and after the battle of Atlanta he Was given the colonelcy. He was at the battle of 
Franklin, and early in that engagement took command of Manigault’s brigade, the 
general and senior colonels having been previously killed or badly wounded. All 
day long he rode where the fight raged fiercest, and when the battle closed he Mn 
reformed the shattered lines of his gallant brigade within the Federal works. Col 

Butler commanded this brigade from then on until he was wounded and captured, 

which occurred soon after at the battle of Nashville. He was confined at the H 
hospital for some time, and in April, 1865, was taken to Fort Delaware, where he 

remained until the latter part of July. He was then paroled, took the oath of 

allegiance and returned to Alabama, where he remained one year. He than moved 

his family to his plantation in Arkansas, and here has resided since. Until lately he 

has planted on a large scale, farming from 400 to 500 acres, but now is not 

farming so extensively. Mrs. BUTLER died on July 6, 1884. In May 1889, Mr. 

BUTLER married Mrs. L. J. NORWOOD. Socially Mr. BUTLER is a Mason and 

aK. of P., and holds his membership in both orders in Poplar Bluff. Mr. BUTLER 

lived through the reconstruction period, and then it was that the citizens of his 

vicinity suffered more from the depredations of the State Militia than they did 


during the war. 
Goodspeed History of Arkansas, p. 891 


John C. DOWNEY is a member of one of the first families of Ashley County, 
Ark., his father, John C. DOWNEY, settling here in 1850. The subject of this 
sketch was born in Monroe County, Ala., December 16, 1846, but when four 
years of age was brought to this state, and with his parents settled on a farm in 
Long View Township, near the Saline River. On this place the father’s death 
occurred in 1860, the result of a gunshot wound received accidentally. On the 
farm John C. Jr., resided until the spring of 1863, when he enlisted in Company D, 
Eleventh Missouri Cavalry, and was afterward a participant in the fights at Mark’s 
Mill, Jenkins Ferry, and was also in the engagements in which Price participated 
on his Missouri raid. He then came home, where he remained until the fall of 
1865, when he went to Pine Bluff, where he then spent some time with Fish, 
Butler & Co., after which he returned to Ashley County and began farming. He 
continued here until 1873, then went to Franklin County, where he read law and 
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practiced for some years. In 1883 he once more returned to this county, and here 
now owns 4,200 acres of land, a considerable portion of which is under 
cultivation. He has been prominently identified with the affairs of Ashley County 
ever since he attained manhood, and has proven a valuable citizen to the locality. 
He was married in 1870 to Miss D. A. CALLOWAY, by whom he has nine 
children - three sons and six daughters. In 1888 he was elected to the position of 
county and probate judge, and is now ably discharging the duties of this office. 
He has been a member of the A. F. & A. M. for some time, and he and Mrs. 
DOWNEY also are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Goodspeed History of Arkansas, P. 899 


F. M. HUDGENS is a Virginian, his birth occurring November 30, 1836, and in 
that state his parents, Robert W. and Mary (PITTMAN) HUDGENS, were also 
born, the latter being of English descent, a daughter of Thomas PITTMAN, and 
grand-daughter of of J. PITTMAN, Thomas PITTMAN’S wife was a Miss ROSE, 
a daughter of Patrick ROSE (his mother being Miss FITZEHUGH) and whose 
wife was Mary NICOLAS, of England (her mother being a Miss FRY) and J. 
PITTMAN’S wife was a Miss McCRAW. Robert W. HUDGENS moved to 
Arkansas in 1862, and is farming the land which he bought and homesteaded. His 
farm comprised 260 acres, of which fifty acres were bottom land. The average 
yield of cotton to the acre is about one-half bale, and corn from twenty-five to 
thirty bushels per acre, the amount of land he has under cultivation being 100 
acres. The immediate subject of this sketch received a limited education, but 
learned the carpenter’s trade from Gilbert POTTER, of Maine, started out in life 
for himself, working at this trade, in which he did remarkably well. In 1861 he 
enlisted in Company A, Thirty first Louisiana Infantry, and was at the battle of 
Indian Mound, and later at Port Gibson and Big Black Ridge, fifteen miles east of 
Vicksburg, from which place they fell back to Vicksburg, but was at the siege of 
Vicksburg. He moved to Arkansas in 1868. His first marriage occurred in 1860, 
his wife dying February 1868, leaving one child, Virgie M., who is still living. 
His second marriage took place on July 4, 1869, to Miss Mildred A. HOGUE, a 
daughter of W. T. HOGUE, a resident of Arkansas. They have a daughter 
married, who is the wife of Eugene HILL, of Ashley County. Mr. HUDGENS has 
attained to the Blue Lodge in the A. F. & A. M., is a Royal Arch Mason, and also 
belongs to the K. of H. and O. E. S. Mr. and Mrs. HUDGENS belong to the 
Missionary Baptist Church. . 

Goodspeed History of Arkansas, p. 908 





Queries 


I am a descendant of John Thomas Carnahan, born June 26, 1849, who lived in Ashley County in 
1900. I have just begun my search to piece together my family’s ancestral history and Dr. Jim 
Johnson of the Memphis, TN Public library directed me to your organization and publication. Dr. 
Johnson also has relatives in Ashley County. 


I am enclosing a Family Group Sheet for: 

John. T. Carnahan(my paternal great, great-grandfather) 

his son, John Thomas Carnahan(my paternal great-grandfather) 
his daughter, Maude Carnahan Scott(my paternal grandmother) 
her son Herman L. Scott, (my father). 


The following is a brief summary of the Group sheets and what I know to date. 


John T. Carnahan, (aka J.T.) 

Born: TX or KY c. 1821 

Married: Elizabeth Bird 

Children: 

Elien Carnahan - married C. Moore-lived in Ashley County 
Addie Carnahan - married James Boyd, lived in Ashley County 
Elizabeth Carnahan, married Wilson Mabry, lived in TN 

John Thomas Carnahan(see below) 

Died: 1863 


John Thomas Carnahan 

Born Chicot County AR , June 26, 1849, 

Farmer in Wilmot, Ashley County, AR 

Married and Divorced in 1870 

2nd marriage - Mattie Sumner, 1870 

Children: Frederick, Walter, Jessie, Lee, Maude and Herman Elizabeth 

Died ???? 

Owned and operated a gin at Ohio Landing( do not know where this is) 
Member of K. of P. and K. of H.(do not know what these organizations are) 


Maude (daughter)-my grandmother 

Born: December 5, 1884, Wilmot, Ashley County, AR 

Married: Horatio Ogden Scott, May 25, 1905 in Wilmot, Ashley County, AR(Methodist 
Church) 

Children: Herman and Walter 

Moved to Memphis, TN about 1908 

Died: November 4, 1980, Memphis, TN 


Jessie (daughter) 

Born: 1882 

Married Douglas Tucker and lived in Hamburg , AR 

Died: March 23, 1984, Hamburg, AR 

She was survived by a daughter Corinne Tucker Yeatman, who also lived in Hamburg and died 
about 1995. 


Herman Scoté(my Father) 

Born: September 26, 1907, Wilmot, Ashiey County, AR 
Married : January 24, 1942 in Memphis, TN to Frances Ellington 
Died: June 28, 1999, Memphis, TN 

Children: Susan Lee and Walter Phillip(Phil) 


Any information you might be able to send me or persons/documents you could direct me to 
would be greatly appreciated. I would especially like to contact any descendants of John Thomas 
Carnahan. I will also be glad to furnish you with any information I have discovered, that would 
be useful to the Ashley County Genealogical Society. 


Please feel free to share this letter with anyone you think is appropriate. 


Sincerely, 


ese S coll 
Susan Lee Scott 

5349 Panda Lane 

Memphis, TN 38120 
901-761-3139 

e-mail slscott002@yahoo.com 
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Family Group Sheet 





Husband: John T. CARNAHAN 



































Born: Abt 1821 in: TX or OK 
Married: January 15, 1843 in: near Nathchez, Wilkinson County, MS 
Died: Abt 1863 in: Died in Army- CSA 
Wife: Elizabeth BIRD (BYRD) 
Born: Abt 1819 in: near Nathchez, Wilkinson County, MS 
Died: Abt 1863 in: MS 
CHILDREN 
1 Name: Mary E. CARNAHAN 
F Born: Abt 1844 
2 Name: Elizabeth Ann CARNAHAN 
F Born: September 13, 1845 
3 Name: Eliza J. CARNAHAN 
F Born: Abt 1848 
4 Name: John Thomas CARNAHAN 
M Born: June 26, 1849 in: Chicot County AR 
Married: 1870 
Spouses: Mary Williams, #2 Mattie Sumner 
5 Name: Ellen CARNAHAN 
F Born: Abt 1851 
6 | Name: Addie CARNAHAN 
F Born: Abt 1853 
Prepared By: 
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Family Group Sheet 


H 


usband: John Thomas CARNAHAN 


Born: June 26, 1849 in: Chicot County AR 
Married: 1870 
Father: John T. CARNAHAN 
Mother: Elizabeth BIRD (BYRD) 
Other Spouses: Mary Williams 


— ess spss 


Wife: #2 Mattie Sumner 


es 


Born: October 1855 _ in: AL 


TT Sess sss 


CHILDREN 
Name: Walter CARNAHAN 


l 
M 
2 Name: Fred CARNAHAN 
M Born: 1876 


Name: Jessie CARNAHAN 


3 
F Born: 1881 
4 Name: Lee CARNAHAN 











M Born: 1883 
4. 
5 Name: Maude CARNAHAN 
Born: December 05, 1884 in: Wilmot, Ashley County, AR 
F Married: May 25, 1905 in: Wilmot, Ashley County, AR 
Died: November 04, 1980 in: Memphis, Shelby County, TN 


Spouse: Horatio Ogden Scott 
6 Name: Herman Elizabeth CARNAHAN 
F Born: 1895 
ee Senn Ge 
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Family Group Sheet 





Husband: Horatio Ogden Scott 











Born: February 02, 1878 in: Kinks Ferry, Tensas Parish, LA 
Married: May 25, 1905 in: Wilmot, Ashley County, AR 

Died: July 23, 1936 in: Memphis, Shelby County, TN 

Wife: Maude CARNAHAN 

Born: December 05, 1884 in: Wilmot, Ashley County, AR 

Died: November 04, 1980 in: Memphis, Shelby County, TN 


Father: John Thomas CARNAHAN 
Mother: #2 Mattie Sumner 





CHILDREN 


1) Name: Infant Scott 
? 


2 Name: Herman Lee Scott 








Born: September 26, 1907 in: Wilmot, Ashley County, AR 
M Married: January 24, 1942 in: Memphis, Shelby County, TN 
Died: June 28, 1999 in: Memphis, Shelby County, TN 
Spouse: Frances Branch Ellington 
3 Name: Infant Scott 
= ot SERED i pg 
4 Name: Infant Scott 
5] Name: Walter Thomas Scott _ - 
M Born: 1919 
°repared By: 
Susan Scott 21 


5349 Panda LN 
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Family Group Sheet 


KL 
H 


usband: Herman Lee Scott 


_ Born: September 26, 1907 in: Wilmot, Ashley County, AR 
Married: January 24, 1942 in: Memphis, Shelby County, TN 
Died: June 28, 1999 in: Memphis, Shelby County, TN 


Father: Horatio Ogden Scott 
Mother: Maude CARNAHAN 


Wife: Frances Branch Ellington 


CHILDREN 


Name: Susan Lee Scott 


| 

F Born: September 18, 1951 

2 Name: Philiip Scott 

M Born: April 09, 1951 
Prepared By: 


Susan Scott 22 


5349 Panda LN 
Memphis, TN 38120 











Queries 


SLOCUM - I am interested in anything on William H. SLOCUM who died 
February 1880 in Ashley County. 
Bill PALMER, 2610 Elkhart Drive, Little Rock, AR 72204-3410. 


NEAL, CRUTCHER - Seeking information on William A. NEAL. Also 
information on Peter Pollock CRUTCHER who died in Wilmot. 
Dwain CRUTCHER, 4912 Bradfield Run, Memphis, TN 38125. 


ADAMS - GILLESPIE - I am researching the fmilies of Soloman ADAMS and 
Margaret E. GILLESPIE. I believe both families were early pioneers of Ashley 
County. They probably lived in Beechcreek, Extra or Bearhouse township. Their 
daughter, Alice Amanda ADAMS, born 13 October 1861, died 23 May 1904 
married Hazzard Perry WHITE and they lived in the Wilmot area. All of Alice’s 
children, Robert, Joseph, Sidney, Leroy, Arthur, Minnie , except Ester, lived in the 
Wilmot area. Esther and Leroy are the only children who ever married. I would 
like to find Ashley County family and any information on this family. 

Hazel BLACK, Rt. 3 Box 355, Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455. 


I am searching the surnames: JOHNSON, PITCHFORD, CARPENTER, 
WATKINS, DEAL, SNEAD, and WRIGHT. 
Inez BREWER, 5102 Hialiah Dr., Houston, TX 77092-5634 
e-mail inezbrewer@yahoo.com 


Need assistance in locating Ashley County cemetery of the 1927 era near 
Hamburg, called Sardis. There was a church building by the cemetery at that time, 


according to a witness. 
Janet HADDOCK, 4192 Sardis Rd, Hazelhurst, MS 39083 
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DOCUMENTING YOUR GENEALOGY RESEARCH 
Betty MARKS 


The definition of the word “document” is (1) a written or printed paper bearing the 
original, or legal form of something and which can be used to furnish evidence or information or 
(2) something serving as evidence or proof. 

Most genealogical research is done for personal pleasure. It may have started by just 
“writing facts about family for the children.” I might have started to collect facts in order to 
apply for a membership in an organization such as DAR or to write and publish a book. 

Whatever the reason for genealogical research, the results should be accurate. 

When the information from local sources and relatives has been collected, go to the 
“official records” which are government records; federal or state. 

Some examples are: 


Death, birth and marriage certificates 
Civil registration (census) 

Military records (service, pension, draft) 
Probate records (wills) 

Taxation records 

Social Security (after 1933) 

Newspaper records (not always accurate) 
Property record (deeds and mortgages) 

9, Church records (baptism, Bible, cemetery) 
10. Immigrant records (passenger lists) 

11. Court records 

12. _ Naturalization and citizenship records 


OOF ee 


The exact source of the information should be recorded. Example: record author, 
complete title, publication facts, date and page number. 

Explain, add information, and make statements which amplify the text or cite source. 
Example; a source in our “Kin Kollecting” may refer to other work. Also, on a photo of a 
headstone record the date of the photo, exact location of grave by city, county, street address, 
cemetery name, and location within cemetery. 

Always make notes and date any information from relatives. 

Any job worth doing is worth doing well - documented! 


Books from Sullins Library used as references for this article are: 
Tracing Your Roots by Meg Wheeler 


Tracing Your Ancestry: a step-by-step guide to researching your family history by Wilber F. 


HELMBOLD, Oxmoor House, Inc. 1976 
Cite Your Sources, “A Manual for Documenting Family Histories and Genealogical Records” by 
Richard S. LACKEY, 1980 
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Obits of former Arkansans in Texas Newspapers 


BRYAN, W. H. (Red), born May 31, 1926, in Hamburg, Ark. and passed away peacefully 
September 30, 1998, at the age of 72. He retired from Safeway Food Stores after 42 years of 
service. He served in the U. S. Navy. He devoted his time and heart to his family and friends. 
He was a member of the Ferguson Road Baptist Church. His memory will be cherished by his 
wife of 49 years, Ollie BRYAN; He was the loving father of three daughters and sons-in-law: 
Rhonda & Lonnie DARLEY, Brenda & Alvin KADDATZ & Jennifer BRYAN & Ronnie 
MEEKS; 7 grandsons: Stephen, Jacob, Travis, David, Sean and Preston. Funeral services will be 
at 1:00 P.M. Friday, October 2, 1998, in the Grove Hill Funeral Home Chapel with Pastor Billy 
Maxey officiating. Interment will follow in the Grove Hill Memorial Park. Memorials say be 
made to the Scottish Rite Childrens Hospital. Family will receive friends 7-9:00 P.M. Thursday, 
October 1, 1998, at the funeral home. 

Dallas (TX) Morning News, Thursday October 1, 1998 


BAKER Gordon Lee, died Sunday, August 17, 1997. Born in Warren, Arkansas, November 2, 
1909. Retired from Campbell Taggert Associated Bakeries. Owner and manager of Casa Linda 
Bakery from 1973 to 1980. Received a commendation from Texas Commerce Band Community 
Council for Outstanding Service, 1977-1981. A long time member of Kiwanis Club of White 
Rock. Also, Charter Member and Member-Marshall of Brookhaven Country Club. He was an 
Auxiliary Member and Volunteer at St. Paul Medical Center for 10 years. He was preceded in 
death by his son, Dr. Gordon P. Baker. Survived by wife, Camilia Reid BAKER; sons, Walter 
Lee BAKER and wife, Joyce, Russell C. BAKER and Van Lee BAKER and wife Carol; 
grandchildren, Laura, Paul, Craig, Margaret, and husband Jeff MAHAN, Courtney, Chelsea and 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Gordon P. (Beverly) BAKER, Shannon Baker WERTHMANN and 
Gordon F. BAKER; five great grandchildren. Funeral services will be 10:00 A.M. Thursday, 
August 21, 1997 at Sparkman-Hillcrest Northwest Highway Chapel, Rev. John P. ALPHONSO 
officiating. He will lie in state until service time on Thursday. Interment following at Melissa 
Cemetery in Melissa, Texas. Memorials may be made to St. Paul Medical Center Foundation. 
Pallbearers: Bill THEILIG, Tom REID, Tom REID, JR., Craig BAKER, Jack BRICE, Tex 
REYNOLDS. 

Dallas (TX) Morning News, Wednesday, August 20, 1997 


Bullard - Maggie THOMPSON - Services for Maggie Mae THOMPSON, 90, Bullard, formerly 
of Dallas, are scheduled for 1:30 P.M. Friday at Thompson Funeral Home chapel, Jacksonville, 
with the Revs. Harold SMALL and Mike BOWEN officiating, 

Burial will be in Larissa Cemetery, Mount Selman. 

Mrs. THOMPSON died May 26 ina Tyler hospital. 

She was born January 1, 1908, in Fountain Hill, Ark., and lived in Bullard since 1973. She was a 
home-maker and member of Mount Selman Baptist Church.. 

Survivors include son, Frank THOMPSON, JR., Mount Selman; daughters, Jean HAWKINS, 
Warren, Ark., and Claudia FULCHER, Tyler; sister, Lorine FULBRIGHT, Monticello, Ark.,; 12 
grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren; two great-great-grandchildren; and several nieces and 
nephews. 


2S 


Pallbearers include Larry CARLILE, Larry CLARK, Bob KENT, Mike WARD, Jack 
TARRANT, Menon BENGE, Jim TAYLOR and Harold LEWIS. 

Family will receive friends 7-8:30 P.M. Thursday at funeral home. 

Tyler, Texas Morning Telegraph, Thursday, May 28, 1998. 


Mineola - Claude CLARK - Services for Claude CLARK, 94, Mineola, are scheduled for 2 
P.M. Saturday at English Funeral Home in Mineola with Rev. R. L. CLARK officiating. 
Burial will be in New Hope Cemetery under direction of English Funeral Home. 

Mr. CLARK died April 21 in a Quitman hospital. 

He was born December 24, 1904, in Crossett, Ark., to the late Benjamin F. and Vorie Jenkins 
CLARK. He was a retired section foreman with Missouri and Pacific Railroad. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Virgie Ethel CLARK on June 15, 1998. 

Survivors include sons, Weston CLARK, Dallas, and Charlie CLARK, Garland; daughters, 
Claudene PARK, Garland, Cora ALLEN and Kitty HARRIS, both of Lake Dallas, Ruby 
MITCHELL, Longview, and Shelby GREEN, Cleburn; 23 grandchildren; 40 great-grandchildren; 
and seven great-great-grandchildren. 

Pallbearers will be Wayne GREEN, Howard CLARK, Kenneth CLARK, David ALLEN, Bill 
ALLEN, Harley Joe MITCHELL, Jerry CLALRK, David CLARK and Randy CLARK. 
Family will receive friends 6-7 p.m. Friday at the funeral home. 

Tyler (TX) Morning Telegraph, Friday, April 23, 1999 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE ARKANSAS GAZETTE 
Abstracted by Jann WOODARD 


May 25, 1871 - Ashley County - When secession was first agitated here, many of our best 
citizens were opposed to the proposition, and continued to oppose it up to the time the 
convention dissolved the union between Arkansas and the United States, believing that the 
wrongs we were suffering from congressional legislation could be corrected by adhering to the 
union more rapidly and, more certainly than separating from it. 


When the state went out of the union and united with the Confederacy, and war became 
inevitable, the whole county, with a very few exceptions, with heart and soul espoused the cause 
of the south, and when I say the whole county, I mean negros as well as white men. The idea of 
freedom had not then been suggested to the minds of the negros, and most of them having had 
experience of the difference between yankee and southern masters , were warm friends of the 
southern cause, and many of them were eager to go with their masters to the heat of war. During 
the continuance of the war the negros, with few exceptions, worked faithfully for their masters, in 
many instances having no one to direct their labor but their mistresses. 


Before the war ended, when the cause of the south waned, and raids of federal soldiers became 
frequent, the negros generally remained faithful to their masters, and in many instances 
forewarned them of the approach of the enemy, and assisted them to remove and secret valuable 
property from the reach of the soldiers. 


Then the war closed, and they became free, they accepted their Freedom quietly and without 
excitement or particular manifestation of joy or gladness, and during the remainder of the years, 
1865, a large majority of them remained on the plantations of their former masters, and labored 
for them under contract made with them, without trouble, and were generally faithful to their 
employees. 


The fact of their freedom was recognized by their former masters without unkind feelings toward 
them for it. It was recognized as one of the inevitable results of the war, for which the negro 
was, in nowise chargeable, and both white and negro seemed rightly to appreciate the situation, 
and they at once, under their new relations. harmonized so readily and so well, that all were 
surprised, and I am fully satisfied that the condition of our country would have been better now if 
the United States had permitted the negro to act for himself. 


The United States assumed the guardianship of the negro, and inaugurated the freedmens’ bureau 
for the control and management of their rights and interests, and late in 1865, sent as agent of the 
bureau of Ashley County, one ___ BARKER, a man of little experience in business 
generally---wholly unacquainted with southern men, white or black, incapable of a right 
appreciation of the duties and difficulties involved in a proper fulfillment of his agency, and 
wholly unfit to manage and incapable of comprehending a business so delicate, requiring such 
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extensive intelligence, so much sober and comprehensive reflection, wound wisdom and strict 
integrity. BARKER soon made himself personally unpopular with the white men of the county 
and failed to inspire the negros with a very great degree of confidence in the bureau. 


The result was that he did not continue long in office before he was shot in the dark, by some one 
at the time unknown to him. This rash, imprudent and wicked act was condemned and deplored 
by all men. BARKER was succeeded in office by one TAYLOR, of whose administration I will 
write in another communication. at some other time. 


June 20, 1872 - Our people have time and time again been animated with the hope of the 
building of the Little Rock, Pine Bluff and New Orleans railroad. Every now and then a flaring 
telegram appears in the Jefferson Republican and the Little Rock papers announcing the arrival 
or expected arrival of iron for the road. 


In truth, some iron has come and some road has been built. But upon inspection of the route and 
the road, the chagrin of the friends of southeastern Arkansas and the state generally can be better 
imagined than described. What they have built, or propose to build, commences at Pine Bluff, 
runs along almost in sight of the Arkansas River till it impinges upon the Mississippi, then takes 
down the levee and lands at Chicot City. Our readers will see at once that the whole thing is a 
miserable job, gotton up for the benefit of one or two individuals who own bottom farms on the 
Arkansas. And the railroad itself, as a railroad, is of no earthly advantage even to them. They 
want it to dyke out the overflow, and for nothing else; for being in sight of two of the greatest 
rivers of America navigable the year around, they would not give a bauble for all the railroads in 
christendom. 


July 15, 1871 - The last number of the Ashley County Times contains nine columns of closely 
printed matter, it being a debate of the Hamburg Debating Society on the Women’s right 
question----that is, shall the women be allowed to vote? The matter was determined in the 
negative. We call the attention to Mrs. WOODHALL, Tennie CLAFFLIN (sic), Lucy Stone, and 
others to this exhaustive treatment of the subject, and the decision rendered. That do settle it. 


November 9, 1872 - A good friend at Fountain Hill, Ashley County, writing us on the 4th, sends 
the following greeting: 


At Hamburg, on the 2d inst., the reform party of Ashley had a grand procession on horseback, a 
sumptuous barbecue, enlivened by the presence of a large number of the fair ladies of our county. 
The meeting was addressed by F. C. DOWNS and Isaac NEWTON, our candidates for the state 
senate. Nothing occurred to mar the general enjoyment. In fact the meeting was almost entirely 
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our own; the minstrel party, composed almost exclusively of negros, were not permitted by their 
overseers to be present. 


It is currently reported the president of the board of registration in this county scratched two 
hundred names from the books after the close of the review, which number is about the amount 
necessary to carry the county. It is feared that such barefaced fraud will lead to some disturbance 
on election day. But it is to be hoped that the good sense and prudence which has characterized 
our party thus far, will ride us over the eventful 5th of November. 


Now, that the case goes to the jury tomorrow, I suppose it well not hurt anybody for a democrat 
to speak what he thinks in regard to the campaign now closing, nor subject himself to the charge 
of treason to the party or “selling out,” to the enemy. I have followed Mr. BROOKS and his 
brindle-tail comrades because I have been permitted to have no other choice. I have never seen 
the good sense in a great party sacrificing its organization, its principles and its traditions for the 
purpose of gaining the assistance of anybody, nor the wisdom of the policy which selected as 
leaders in a great reform movement those who were the chief agents in bringing about all the 
evils which afflict the land. The campaign has been a perfect drag. Our public speakers never 
could make any headway against the enemy for apologizing for the misdeeds of our candidates 
and persuading our party to support them. If the brindles had been half as honest as they 
pretended to be, they would not have sought--would not have accepted the leadership in the 
reform movement. Decency required them to take a back seat, and the attempt on the part of 
political tricksters to make heroes-out of such material only served to drive many honest men 
from the polls. The Gazette made-a gallant attempt to repair the blunder, and, although it failed, 
time will demonstrate that the course of the Gazette was the course the party should have 
pursued. 


November 21, 1872 - A correspondent writes as follows from Fountain Hill, under date of the 
15th. 


Each day brings about some new cause for excitement. The depths of radical corruption seem to 
be unfathomable. C. W. GIBBS, the president of the board of registrars, reports that he was 
attacked by the ku-klux a few nights ago and fired at six times at ten paces. Strange to say, he 
was untouched; and although he says he fled in his nightclothes, he made his appearance early 
next day with walking cane and other rigging. As was to be expected he set up a howl for martial 
law. But the story is too absurd. No one, not even of his own party , believes a word of it. 


On the night of the 18th inst., the two BUTLERS and Zeb IVEY confined in jail for the murder 
of WEAVER, made their escape, and that, too, from a new ten thousand dollar jail and a paid 
guard. But the aforesaid guard must have been awake or asleep or absent on leave, as prisoners 
made their escape, not through any defective window, or scratching under the walls, but walked 
out at the door. The sheriff, guard, jailor and prisoners are all rads of the approved pattern. 


29 


December 6, 1872 - Of the recent troubles in Ashley County a correspondent at Hamburg writes 
us as follows, under date of November 28th. 


Our people have been very much incensed and enraged against C. W. GIBBS, president of the 
board of registration for this county, owing to the fact that after the board of review adjourned 
and refused to erase any names from the original list, he took them, and in making the copies for 
the transcripts, omitted the names of nearly three hundred voters, persons against whom, as a 
class, as little objection could be made as say in the state---many of them young men who 
became of age since the war, and the others, those who have registered and voted from the 
military registration down to the late election. Some of the persons who were thus omitted took 
out warrants against GIBBS for altering the lists, under the Seventeenth section of the act. While 
the investigation was going on before Esq. WE:LLS, J. P. HARBISON, the sheriff of the county 
did all he could to break up the court and threatened to arrest all persons engaged in the matter 
and carry them to Little Rock. For this disturbance he was arrested and fined $25. GIBBS, in 
default of bail, was committed to jail, but HARBISON immediately released him, without bond, 
as we are informed. During all these trying scenes the people were not led into a single violation 
of law. Matters had become quite, till the second scene in the drama occurred. 


The two BUTLERS and their nephew, IVEY, on the night of the 15th day of October, waylaid 
and murdered Ed WEAVER, and shot down and left for dead Horatio WEAVER. The people of 
this county were greatly shocked at this wanton outrage, and a party of twenty young men from 
this town made pursuit and captured these men in Louisiana, brought them back, and the grand 
jury being in session, the week following they were indicted for murder in the first degree and 
committed to jail. You can imagine the public feeling when, on the morning of the 16th of 
November, the jail doors were all found carefully unlocked, wide open, and the prisoners gone. 
The other facts connected with the case are these: The prisoners were the personal and political 
friends of Sheriff HARBISON, the jailor and guard detailed to watch, and the radicals of the 
bitterest type. The brothers of BUTLER were here from Texas a few days before the escape, and 
his mother had remained in jail nearly a week before hand, with the jailer’s family. I forgot to 
mention that the BUTLERS were refugees from Texas, and were desperadoes of known bad 
character, and had lived in our county only about a year. Sheriff HARBISON neither had the 
jailer arrested, nor has he had any legal investigation of the matter, but retains the same jailer in 
his position. 


On Saturday evening last we came near having a serious difficulty in our town. HARBISON was 
standing at the counter of Files grocery, when a man very drunk came in and gave a drunken 
whoop. HARBISON ordered him off, telling him he was drunk. The man remarked that 
HARBISON should not tell him he was drunk. They then clinched. Several men interfered, but 
during the melee a pistol was fired, which fortunately did no damage, the ball going into the 
floor. The persons present disarmed the drunken man, the trouble was quieted, and on the 
following day, as we understand, apologies and explanations settled the whole affair. 


I come now to the shooting and probably killing of C. W. Gibbs, the late president of the board 
of registration. On Monday last John T. ALLEN, and the said GIBBS, met a place called the 
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“Line,” a little country town in this county on the Louisiana border, twenty-five miles from 
Hamburg. They had an altercation in reference to a pecuniary transaction. The lie was 
frequently exchanged, when ALLEN slapped GIBBS’ face. GIBBS seized him by the throat, and 
was choking him severely, when ALLEN fired a pistol from his overcoat pocket, striking GIBBS 
in the lower part of the bowels from which he may probably die. ALLEN has been arrested, and 
as soon as witnesses are procured his case will be investigated. We want, however, the public to 
know that ALLEN has been a relentless radical---is now holding CLAYTON’S commission as 
justice of the peace of his township’ and also CLAYTON’S commission as captain of the state 
guards. So there is no ku-klux in this. 


We held a political meeting here on Saturday to denounce the violations of the law of which we 
have been lately the victims, and to express our purpose, by all legal means, to aid in the 
installation of the state officers legally elected. Our people here at one time were a good deal 
incensed at the course of the Gazette, but that has measurably given away, and the most of us still 
regard it as a warm friend of down-trodden Arkansas. 


December 6, 1872 - The Monticellonian of the 27th ult., says: 


HARBISON, the present sheriff of Ashley, passed through our town on last Tuesday en route for 
Little Rock, to consult the authorities as to what is best to be done to settle Ashley County. He 
reports that his friends, of all parties, had advised him to leave the county, as his life was in 
danger. He also states that some persons had attempted to murder him, and but for Mr. Jesse 
FILES, would have succeeded. He says that Mr. ALLEN walked in at Dr. GIBBS while he was 
sitting in a store near the state line, in Ashley County, and knocked his pipe out of his mouth. 
Whereupon, GIBBS demanded his reason for so doing, when ALLEN drew his pistol. The owner 
of the store got hold of him and shoved him away, but he soon got loose, and returning, shot 
GIBBS, the ball entering just above the pelvis and passing into his abdomen, in all probability 
inflicting a fatal wound. HARBISON thinks that GIBBS was trying to shoot ALLEN when the 
latter fired. 


December 12, 1872 - A very large and enthusiastic meeting of the citizens of Ashley County was 
held in the courthouse at Hamburg on the 30th ult. 


On motion, J. W. VAN GILDER was appointed chairman, and George NORMAN secretary. 


The chairman explained the object of the meeting. Whereupon Jas. H. JOHNSON moved that a 
committee of twenty be appointed by the chair to draft a preamble and resolutions for the 
consideration of the convention, which was adopted, and the following gentlemen were 
appointed: 


Jas. H. JOHNSON, G. W. MURPHY, W. F. McCOMBS, R. A. PUGH, B. TINER, E. L. 
THOMPSON, Wash MILLER, R. B. SAWYER, T. G. WELLS, E. L. CURTIS, W. J. LADD, T. 
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E. BAKER, Young BIRD, Henry SIMS, G. H. WIMBERLY, F. A. SWITZER, W. T. EVANS, I. 
W. HALEY, E. D. WATSON, I. F. RAMSEUR, who retired. 


During the absence of the committee the meeting was addressed by W. D. MORE and G. W. 
NORMAN. . 


The committee returned and reported as follows: 


Your committee beg leave to report the following preamble and resolutions for the consideration 
and adoption of the citizens of Ashley County, in mass-meeting assembled, to-wit: 


Whereas, Despite the illegal disfranchisement and “scratching” of thousands of the legal 
voters of this state; and despite the un-numbered frauds in the way of ballot-box stuffing, 
raising and altering precinct returns, the voting of minors and the process known as 
“repeating,” the Hon. Joseph BROOKS and the entire state ticket have been legally 
elected. We, therefore, the people of Ashley County, in convention assembled, do hereby 


Resolve, That we will use all legal and proper means, and give all legal and proper aid to 
the persons thus elected to secure their installation into office.. 


2. That the attempt to force upon the people, as officers, defeated candidates by 
falsifying returns, and other frauds, is a flagrant violation of the fundamental principles 
of republican government, and it is the duty of all law-abiding citizens, without regard to 
party affiliations to resist the same. 


3. That the gross violations of law, wrongs and oppressions of which the people of this 
county have been victims, deserve the severest condemnation, and we congratulate our 
fellow citizens for the brave, determined, but legal and peaceful, manner in which they 
have been met and thwarted; and 


Whereas, After the board of review in this county had adjourned, the names of men who 
had been admitted to registration and who had certificates of registration, and who 

were duly qualified voters under the constitution and laws of the state of Arkansas, were 
left off the registration books of the townships for the purpose of fraudulently carrying 
the election in this county contrary to the will of a large majority of the voters. 


Resolved, That we, the people of Ashley County, unqualifiedly condemn such frauds, and 
we look upon the parties to such frauds as deserving the contempt and scorn of all 
honorable men. 


6. And if a convention of the democratic-conservative party shall be called to meet in 


Little Rock, the chairman of the executive committee of the county is authorized to 
appoint delegates to the same. And 
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Whereas, The circumstances attending the escape of the BUTLER and IVEY men, 
charged with the highest crimes known to the law, carry with them suspicions of the 
foulest corruption and bribery, therefore, in the interest of law and civilization. 


Resolved, That we demand that the authorities make a searching and thorough 
investigation of the same, that the guilty parties may be brought to speedy justice. 


7. That we pledge ourselves to preserve the peace and good order of the county by 
discountenancing all crimes, whether committed by high or low, and will lend our aid in 


vindicating the law, and punishing its violators. 


George W. MURPHY, Esq., addressed the meeting in support of the resolutions, and upon 
motion, they were unanimously adopted. 


On further motion, the Ashley County Times, Monticellonian, Journal and Gazette were 
requested to publish the proceedings. 


The convention then adjourned. 


George W. NORMAN, Secretary. 
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